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I.

MATERIAL AND METHODS
A.

Sample fabrication

The superconducting qubit follows the design of the "3D transmon" described in Ref. [1]. A transmon chip is
embedded in an empty bulk aluminum cavity of 26.5 × 26.5 × 9.5 mm3 , anchored at the base-temperature (20 mK)
of a dilution refrigerator. It consists of a single aluminum Josephson junction connected to two antennas of 0.4 ×
1 mm2 each, aligned along the field polarization of the TE 110 mode and placed at the maximum of the field. The
transmon chip was fabricated on a single-crystal C-plane sapphire substrate, using electron-beam lithography followed
by aluminum double-angle electron-beam evaporation. Film thickness for each evaporation is approximately 30 nm
and 85 nm which takes into account the evaporation angles ±30◦ . The two layers are separated by a thin AlOx layer
grown in an atmosphere of 20 % O2 and 80 % Ar at 20 mbar for 7 min to form the tunnel junction. This resulted in
a room temperature normal state resistance of 4.85 kΩ.

B.

Measurement setup

Figure S1 is a block diagram of the measurement setup. The system is probed through SMA connectors whose
central pin dips inside the 3D cavity. Readout and drive pulses are generated by standard single side-band (SSB)
modulation of continuous microwave tones. The modulation is performed by mixing continuous waves produced
by microwave generators with pulsed sinusoidal signals synthesized by different channels of a Tektronix Arbitrary
Waveform Generator (AWG). All sources are synchronized by an atomic clock. The system is always probed through
a readout of the qubit, using the qubit-state dependent transmission of the cavity. It is performed by shining a tone
at 7.8041 GHz ' fc including the 40 MHz modulation (chosen to optimize the readout). To excite the cavity and
realize the displacement pulse, the cavity is driven at fc = 7.8037 GHz, including the 80 MHz modulation. The qubit
drives, which are used for both the Hilbert space blockade and the conditional and unconditional pulses of the qubit,
are performed at fq = 5.622 GHz including the 200 MHz modulation.
These pulses are sent through an heavily attenuated and filtered input coax line (with cryogenic attenuators at
various stages of the dilution refrigerator), ensuring that negligible thermal excitations enter the device. A commercial
low-pass filter (from K&L) with 12 GHz cut-off frequency is used at the still stage (850 mK), while a homemade lowpass filter consisting in a microstrip line enclosed in an infrared tight box filled with Eccosorb is inserted at base
temperature. Note that a similar line, denoted as "reflection probe" in Fig. S1, has been used for an in situ estimation
of cavity input and ouput coupling rates Γin,out (see subsection II B), but is unused in the discussed experiment.
Finally, the transmon aluminum 3D cavity is enclosed in an infrared tight copper box thermally anchored to the 20
mK stage. Its inside walls are all covered by a radiation absorbing coating consisting of 1 mm diameter SiC grains
mixed up in Eccosorb.
Two cryogenic circulators in series are used to direct the readout signal from the cavity toward a Josephson mixer [2]
used as a low noise non-degenerate amplifier at cavity frequency fc . It is pumped with a continuous pump tone at
19.6 GHz and realizes a +26 dB gain with 7 MHz bandwidth. A cryoperm magnetic shield encloses the Josephson
mixer and its biasing coil (not shown). The output signal of the Josephson amplifier is routed back through a
superconducting NbTi coax cable towards a low noise HEMT (High Electron Mobility Transistor) amplifier of 30 dB
gain from Caltech University, isolated with a bias-tee and two circulators in series. The signal is further amplified
at room temperature and down-converted to 40 MHz before being digitized by a 16-bit ADC at 160 MS.s−1 and
numerically demodulated using an FPGA (Field Programmable Gate Array) board.
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Figure S1: Schematics of the experimental setup. Measurement and drive microwave pulses are generated by single sideband (SSB) modulation and sent through the input line, which is heavily attenuated (XMA attenuators) and filtered (K&L and
homemade Eccosorb low-pass filters (LPF)). The readout signal transmitted through the 3D cavity is amplified by a Josephson
mixer and routed out of the fridge where it is digitized using an FPGA board. The dc line feeding the coil which allows one to
flux bias the Josephson mixer is not represented.
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II.

MODELING THE CAVITY-QUBIT SYSTEM
A.

Full system Hamiltonian

In the strong dispersive limit, the cavity-qubit system can be described by the Hamiltonian
HT /h = fc a† a + fq |eihe| − χa† a|eihe| − λa† a† aa + βa† a† aa|eihe|,

(S1)

with a† /a the raising/lowering operators of the cavity and |ei the excited state of the qubit. The first two terms
are each responsible for the cavity and qubit dynamics. The third term describes the first order coupling between
the cavity and qubit modes. The resulting state-dependent frequency shift is the basis for both the photon-selective
phase space barrier, the mapping of the cavity state onto the qubit state and the qubit readout. The last two terms
are two orders of magnitude smaller. The fourth term describes the anharmonicity of the dressed cavity mode, which
is supposedly inherited from the Josephson junction. This self-Kerr results in a photon-number dependent cavity
frequency. The last term is a non-linear correction to the state dependent shift between the cavity and qubit modes.

B.

Parameter characterization

Figure S2 displays various spectroscopic measurements of the cavity-qubit system. The cavity mode is at fc =
7.8037 GHz when the qubit is in the ground state. Transmission and reflection measurements of the cavity (Fig. S2a
and b) allow one to extract the coupling rates to the transmission lines. Neglecting internal losses of the cavity which
should be of the order of 2 kHz from previous measurements, one finds Γout = 100 kHz and Γin = 22 kHz. This
results in a photon exit rate γc = 2π(Γout + Γin ) = (1.3 µs)−1 . When the qubit gets excited, the cavity frequency is at
fc − χ, where χ = 4.63 MHz is the frequency shift due to the dispersive interaction with the qubit. The corresponding
resonance is visible in Fig. S2c due to the 22 % thermal population of the qubit [13].
Symmetrically, and as seen in Fig. S2d, the qubit frequency depends on the photon number k in the cavity as
fq − kχ, with fq = 5.622 GHz the qubit frequency when the cavity is in the ground state. With this measurement,
which is a spectroscopy of the qubit in presence of a coherent state, one can resolve the photon number states [3].
The bare qubit frequency fq differs from the next transition by an anharmonicity α = 172.5 MHz. The measured
qubit relaxation time is T1 = 11.52 µs, and the Ramsey time is T2 = 8.9 µs.
C.

Anomalous Kerr effect

Higher order interaction terms are visible in Fig. S2. In particular, the cavity frequency depends on the average
photon number in the cavity (Fig. S2c). Strikingly, it increases when the photon number increases, which is in
contradiction to all reported transmon qubits and 3D transmon models such as those in Refs. [4–6]. Here, the
corresponding self-Kerr frequency is estimated to be λ = −70 kHz from a fit of the Wigner functions time evolution.
Similarly, Fig. S2d shows that the qubit frequency for each Fock state |ki increases with the overall average photon
number, which is also opposite to what is usually seen [3, 7]. At last, the frequency β can be extracted from a further
measurement (see subsection III B 2) and one gets β = −23 kHz, which is also opposite to what has been previously
measured [8].
We want to stress that during the first cool-down of the sample, these Kerr terms were initially positive and of
similar amplitude [14]. They became negative after an unwanted warm-up (around 270 K) and cool-down of the
fridge that barely modified the other parameters. Understanding the origin of these exotic "negative Kerr" terms
might allow one to design a qubit-cavity system with a very small anharmonicity for the cavity.

D.

Numerical simulation of the cavity field dynamics

The Hamiltonian in Eq. (1) of the main text, which only describes the cavity dynamics, is obtained by projecting
the qubit onto the ground state in Eq. (S1). In order to model the blockade at level N , the annihilation operator a
is replaced by an effective annihilation operator
√
√
aN = a − N |N − 1ihN | − N + 1|N ihN + 1|,
(S2)
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Figure S2: Cavity-qubit characterization. a, b Measured (black dots) and predicted (solid red line) transmission |t| (a)
and reflexion |r| (b) of the cavity as a function of frequency at low power. The measurements include the unknown overall
transmission and reflexion of the setup so that they are scaled with a proportionality factor to fit with theory. The reflected
signal is obtained using the reflection probe shown in Fig. S1. c, Measured transmission |t| of the cavity as a function of
both frequency and input power. Qubit is at thermal equilibrium before measurement. The resonance at fc (respectively
fc − χ) corresponds to the qubit being in the ground (resp. excited) state. When the input power increases, the resonances
shifts to higher frequency, due to an anomalous Kerr effect. d, Shown are qubit spectra with coherent cavity drive at different
amplitudes. The 50 µs long excitation pulse at frequency f is performed while the cavity is driven at its resonance frequency
fc with a given amplitude. After waiting 2 µs to let the field leak out of the cavity, the qubit state is probed by measuring the
transmission |t| (encoded in color) of the cavity at a frequency close to fc . The spectra have resolved peaks corresponding to
each photon number, separated by χ = 4.63 MHz. As the amplitude of the cavity drive increases, the average cavity occupation
gets higher and more Fock states are resolved. The observed shift of qubit frequency with average photon number is related to
the Kerr-term.

for which transitions involving N photons are removed. The Hamiltonian contains an additional term which takes
into account an external drive at frequency fd . In the rotating frame at the drive frequency fd , it reads
H = h(fc − fd )a†N aN − hλa†N a†N aN aN + i~d (a†N − aN ).

(S3)

The evolution of the field can be modeled using the Master equation for the field density matrix ρ
γc
i
∂t ρ = − [H, ρ] + (2aρa† − ρa† a − a† aρ),
~
2

(S4)

The first term in Eq. (S4) describes the standard Hamiltonian evolution. The second one, which has the Lindblad
form, encodes cavity relaxation. Note that the standard annihilation operator a remains in Eq. (S4) since QZD is not
effective against relaxation.
All the theoretical results presented in the main text are obtained by numerical resolution of Eq. (S4) in a 15dimensional truncated Hilbert space. This is done by using "QuTip", a Quantum toolbox for Python [9]. Using
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this model, one can reproduce with a good agreement both the photon number probabilities P̃k and the Wigner
function W (α) shown in Fig. 2,3 and 4 of the main text. The drive amplitude d and detuning fc − fd , and the cavity
anharmonicity λ are chosen to optimally match the measurements. The amplitude of the drive d , which directly
determines the period of the oscillations in the occupation is finely tuned between 2.83 and 3.05/µs for each blocked
level N . The anharmonicity λ = −70 kHz is found to be negative, in agreement with measurements of Fig. S2. At
last, we attribute the origin of the detuning fc − fd to an energy shift of the levels due to the blocking tone. It was
found to be −0.1 MHz for N > 2 and −0.4 MHz for N = 2. These values are consistent with the system being more
strongly disturbed by the blocking field at N = 2 than for larger N .

III.

MEASUREMENT SCHEMES

In the experiment, the state of the cavity mode is determined by entangling the cavity with the ancillary qubit and
then measuring the qubit state. Since the qubit state is readout using the qubit-state dependent transmission of the
very same cavity, we always wait 2 µs after "mapping" the cavity state onto the qubit state to empty the cavity. The
qubit state is then detected by shining a tone at the cavity frequency fc and integrating the transmitted signal during
6 µs. The frequency and power of the readout pulse were optimized to improve the measurement rate.
In practice, we have used two different methods to characterize the state of the cavity field. We either measure the
diagonal elements of its corresponding density matrix, i.e. the Fock state probabilities, or we measure the full density
matrix through a direct Wigner tomography.

A.

Measuring Fock state probabilities
1.

Conditional qubit rotations

To measure the Fock state distribution of any arbitrary field state stored in the cavity, we perform conditional
rotations of the qubit. To do so, we use the fact that the qubit transition frequency is dependent on the photon
number state of the resonator, through the term −hχa† aσz . In practice, we apply a 0.4 µs π-pulse at frequency
fq − kχ. Its duration is much longer than χ−1 to ensure its selectivity in photon number, and shorter than γc−1
to minimize cavity relaxation. The pulse is shaped with a gaussian envelope of characteristic spectral bandwidth
χ2

σ = 2.1 MHz. This results in a pulse selectivity 1 − e− 2σ2 > 0.9. As depicted in Fig. S3a, such a conditional rotation
corresponds to a CNOT operation on the qubit, conditioned on the photon number in the cavity [10].
This procedure entangles the qubit and cavity states. If the qubit is initially in the ground state, the qubit gets
excited by this operation if and only if k photons are in the cavity. Measuring the probability to find the qubit in the
excited state hence gives the probability Pk = Tr(ρ|kihk|) for the field to be in Fock state |ki.
2.

Determination of the Fock state probabilities of a coherent state

To test this procedure, we have used it to measure the Fock state probabilities of the coherent state created by the
displacement D(α) used in the Wigner tomography. Incidentally, this allowed us to calibrate D(α). Right after the
displacement, a photon selective π-pulse at frequency fq − kχ is applied to the qubit and the qubit state is measured
after waiting 2 µs.
The corresponding transmitted signal is shown in Fig. S3b as a function of the amplitude of the displacement pulse,
for k ranging from 0 to 6. Two spurious effects have to be considered to infer the Fock state probabilities P̃k .
First, the transmission depends on the displacement amplitude due to the cavity anharmonicty (self-Kerr). To get
rid of this effect, we always perform a control measurement without any qubit rotation (black-dotted curve), which is
subtracted to the signal of interest (color-dotted curves).
Second, the qubit has a residual thermal population and about pe = 22 % of the experiments start with a qubit
in the excited state. In these cases, the displacement is not effective and the system remains in |0, ei. This affects
the signal for k = 0 (red-dotted curve) which is above all the other curves at large drive amplitude (Fig. S3b). At
such a large displacement amplitude, the probability of being in state |g, 0i is very small and the selective π-pulse is
efficient only when the qubit was initially thermally excited. In this case, it empties state |e, 0i in state |g, 0i. This
phenomenon can actually be used as a procedure to cool the qubit [11]. In contrast, state |e, 0i stays occupied for
k ≥ 1.
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Figure S3: Measuring Fock state probabilities. a, Circuit diagram for detecting the Fock state probability Pk as a function
of the coherent displacement α. After a 240 ns displacement pulse at fc , a conditional qubit rotation is applied to the qubit
so that it is excited if and only if k photons are in the cavity. After a 2 µs waiting time to empty the cavity, the qubit state
is measured using the qubit-state dependent transmission of the cavity. b, Shown is the corresponding transmission |t| of the
cavity at frequency fc as a function of drive amplitude for different values of k (encoded in color from 0 to 6, as labeled in c
below). The black curve, which corresponds to the case without any qubit rotation, depends slightly on the drive amplitude
due to the self-Kerr effect of the cavity. c, Measured (dots) and theoretical (solid lines) Fock state probabilities P̃k as a function
2

2k

of the coherent displacement α. The axes were scaled to fit a Poisson distribution Pk (α) = e−|α| |α|k! (solid lines) with three
free fit parameters to all seven Fock state populations simultaneously. This allows one to calibrate the drive amplitude in term
of coherent displacement α. d, Shown is the additional probability of being in the qubit excited state as a function of time,
in presence of both blocking tone at level 2 ≤ N ≤ 5 and coherent drive. This leak is taken into account to infer an effective
Fock state probability P̃k in the main text.

Starting from thermal equlibrium and under a resonant drive at frequency fc , a field develops only if the qubit is
in |gi since the cavity is out of resonance when the qubit is in |ei. The system is then in the state
ρT,ref = (1 − pe )|ψihψ| ⊗ |gihg| + pe |0ih0| ⊗ |eihe|,
with |ψi =

P

n cn |ni

(S5)

the cavity state corresponding to the qubit initially in |gi. The associated reference signal is
X
Sref = (1 − pe )
P̃n tn,g + pe t0,e
(S6)
n

with tn,g (tn,e ) the transmission for the qubit in the ground (excited) state and n photons in the cavity, and P̃n =
|hn|ψi|2 = |cn |2 the probability of finding n photons knowing that the qubit is initially in |gi. These probabilities are
precisely what we want to extract. To that aim, one needs to apply, for each value of k, a pulse at frequency fq − kχ.
After this π-pulse conditioned to Fock state k, the system is in the state
ρT,k = (1 − pe )|ψk,g ihψk,g | + pe |ψk,e ihψk,e |

(S7)
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with

P

|ψk,g i = n6=k cn |ni ⊗ |gi + ck |ki ⊗ |ei
|ψ0,e i = −|0i ⊗ |gi

|ψ
k6=0,e i = |0i ⊗ |ei

(S8)

Then, the measured signal is




(
pe t0,g , if k = 0
Sk = (1 − pe ) P̃k tk,e +
P̃n tn,g  +
.
pe t0,e , if k 6= 0
n6=k
X

(S9)

By subtracting the two signals, it is possible to isolate the contribution of the k-th level from all the other levels.
Indeed,
S̃k = Sref − Sk = P̃k × (1 − pe ) (tk,g − tk,e ) − δk,0 pe (t0,g − t0,e )

(S10)

with δ the Kronecker delta.
Therefore, the Fock state probability is given by
P̃k =

S̃k
pe
+ δk,0
.
(1 − pe ) (tk,g − tk,e )
1 − pe

(S11)

The nonzero thermal population pe of the qubit only induces an offset in the probability of measuring 0 photon (second
term). With no prior knowledge of the qubit state (apart from its statistical population) and without performing any
post-selection, one thus accesses the conditional probability of occupying level k on the condition that the qubit is
initially in the ground state.
We have used this procedure with pe =0.22 and tk,g − tk,e = t0,g − t0,e = 0.3955, which were adjusted such that
P̃0 = 0 at large drive amplitude and P̃0 = 1 in the ground state at zero displacement [13]. In order not to add extra
noise, we don’t subtract directly Sref but rather its third order polynomial fit. The inferred Fock state probabilities
are shown as dotted lines in Fig. S3c. The solid lines correspond to the standard Poisson distribution of a coherent
state
2

P̃k (α) = e−|α|

|α|2k
.
k!

(S12)

The overall agreement validates the hypothesis of a k-independent scaling amplitude, i.e. a linear readout (see
Supplementary Information in Ref [10]).
This measurement and comparison with theory allows us to calibrate the drive amplitude of the displacement pulse
in square root of photons. This independent calibration was used to scale the axis of the different Wigner tomographies
shown in the main text. Besides, this measurement also demonstrates that the fast displacement pulse shaped with
DRAG technique indeed produces a coherent state only when the qubit is in the ground state, and that one can safely
ignore any Kerr distortion with so short pulses.
3.

Determination of the Fock state probabilities of a field under QZD

In presence of both blocking tone at level N and coherent drive, we observe a parasitic excitation of the qubit. This
additional excitation δpe is independently measured in time and remains below 18 % (see Fig. S3d). This measurement
is obtained by measuring the transmission at the cavity frequency, in absence of any π-pulse
X
Sref (t) = (1 − pe − δpe (t))
P̃n tn,g + (pe + δpe (t)) t0,e .
(S13)
n

The leak into the excited state is therefore given by
Sref (0) − Sref (t)
Sref (0) − Sref (t)
δpe (t) = P
'
.
t0,g − t0,e
n P̃n (tn,g − t0,e )

(S14)

Here, we neglect the dependence of the transmission on the photon number due to the self-Kerr effect. This is
reasonable since one remains at low photon number in presence of Hilbert space blockade.
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However, this measurement corresponds to the total extra excitation in state |ei and δpe (t) is not resolved in Fock
state. Assuming all levels |ki ⊗ |ei to be equally excited for 0 ≤ k < N (on top of the thermal excitation), one can
infer the effective probability to be in Fock state |ki
P̃k ← P̃k +

2δpe
, for 0 ≤ k < N.
N (1 − pe )

(S15)

The corresponding probabilities are shown in Fig. 2 of the main text.
Note that the origin of this leak from ladder |gi to ladder |ei is not fully understood. It might be related to the fact
that the amplitude of the blockade, which is characterized by the Rabi frequency ΩR , is of the order of the dispersive
shift χ, such that the blocking tone is not perfectly selective in N . To improve this aspect, one would need to design
a cavity-qubit system with a larger difference between γc and χ, while keeping the cavity anharmonicity λ smaller
than γc . Thus, one could choose a Rabi frequency such that λ < γc  ΩR  χ. Yet, a simple model where pk,e
comes from detuned Rabi oscillations fails to reproduce our results.
B.
1.

Wigner tomography

Conditional displacement pulse and unconditional qubit rotation
†

∗

The Wigner function is defined as W (α) = Tr(Dα† ρDα P), where Dα = eαa −α a is the field displacement operator
†
and P = eiπa a the photon parity operator. Measuring the Wigner distribution of a field therefore amounts to
measuring the average photon parity of the field displaced by an amplitude α.
The procedure, which is described in the main text, is schematized in Fig. S4a. It requires to be able to perform
fast displacement of the cavity and broadband qubit rotation so as to succeed independently of the cavity state.
The displacement is performed by sending a 240 ns pulse at the cavity frequency fc . The pulse is shaped using
the DRAG technique [12], which consists in adding to a pulse A(t) its second derivative in time A + ∆2 ∂t2 A. The
proportionality factor ∆ is chosen such that the overall Fourier transform cancels at frequencies fc ± ∆. With ∆ = χ,
it prevents the field to enter in the cavity when the qubit is in its excited state (at frequency fc − χ). In practice we
have used a Gaussian pulse for A with a 67 ns full width at half maximum. The characterization of this pulse was
already described in subsection III A 2.
The qubit rotation is performed by shining a 50 ns broadband pulse at the qubit frequency νq . We have used a
"sinc" shape and a gaussian envelope to design a bandwidth larger than 10χ. At the photon level considered in the
experiment (k < 10), this π/2-rotation of the qubit can be regarded as unconditional.
2.

Qubit state revival using Ramsey interferometry

This procedure was calibrated with the vacuum state as initial state, and for various waiting τ . Starting from the
ground state, the field is displaced by an amplitude α. The total density matrix describing the cavity-qubit system is
ρT (0) = (1 − pe )|αihα| ⊗ |gihg| + pe |0ih0| ⊗ |eihe|,

(S16)

√
P∞
k
with |αi = e− 2
k=0 α |ki/ k! the coherent state of amplitude α. The displacement is fast enough so that the
state is coherent despite Kerr terms.
Then, one applies a broadband π/2 pulse, lets the qubit evolve during a time t and applies another broadband ±π/2
pulse (see Fig. S4a). In practice, two types of experiments are performed with a final pulse either +π/2 or −π/2. At
the end of this Ramsey sequence, the density matrix is
|α|2

ρT,± (t) = (1 − pe )|ψg,± ihψg,± | + pe |ψe,± ihψe,± |,

(S17)

with
(

†

|ψg,± i = Ry,± π2 ei2πχta a|eihe| Ry, π2 |αi ⊗ |gi
†
|ψe,± i = Ry,± π2 ei2πχta a|eihe| Ry, π2 |0i ⊗ |ei

and Ry,θ = exp(−i θ2 σy ). One finds



 |ψg,± i = 21 |αi ∓ |αei2πχt i ⊗ |gi + ±|αi + |αei2πχt i ⊗ |ei
|ψ i = −|0i ⊗ |gi
 e,+
|ψe,− i = |0i ⊗ |ei.

(S18)

(S19)
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After this Ramsey sequence, the transmitted signal, measured at the cavity frequency is
(



2 P
|α|2k 
S+ = 14 (1 − pe )e−|α|
2 − ei2πkχt − e−i2πkχt tk,g + 2 + ei2πkχt + e−i2πkχt tk,e + pe t0,g
k k!



2 P
|α|2k 
S− = 41 (1 − pe )e−|α|
2 + ei2πkχt + e−i2πkχt tk,g + 2 − ei2πkχt − e−i2πkχt tk,e + pe t0,e .
k k!

(S20)

Therefore, the differential signal is
S− − S+ =

2k 


2 X |α|
1
(1 − pe )e−|α|
ei2πkχt + e−i2πkχt (tk,g − tk,e ) − pe (t0,g − t0,e ) .
2
k!

(S21)

k

Assuming a linear readout tk,g − tk,e = t0,g − t0,e , the reduced signal, defined similarly to Eq. (S11), is
S(α, t) =





S− − S+
pe
+
= exp |α|2 (cos(2πχt) − 1) cos |α|2 sin(2πχt) .
(t0,g − t0,e )(1 − pe ) 1 − pe

(S22)

This measurement is performed differentially in order to avoid spurious effects due to the cavity anharmonicity (see
Supplementary Information in Ref [10]).
Fig. S4 displays the corresponding measurements (b and c) and theory (d). After a time trevival = χ−1 = 216 ns,
there is a revival in the Ramsey signal. This is in agreement with the spectroscopic measurement χ = 4.63 MHz. As
time increases, there is a reduction in revival visibility partly due to qubit dephasing and to cavity relaxation at large
displacements.
At last, one can notice a shift of the revival time as a function of displacement amplitude in the experiment
(Fig. S4c), not visible in theory (Fig. S4d). Following Ref. [8], we model this effect by the higher order interaction
term βa† a† aa|eihe| in the Hamiltonian (S1). To first order, this non-linearity results in a small change in the revival
time
trevival =
=

1
χ (1
1
χ (1

+ ha† ai χβ )
+ |α|2 χβ ) for a coherent state.

(S23)

Fitting the experimental revival time (dashed line in Fig. S4c), one finds a non-linear frequency β = −23 kHz. Like
the cavity self-Kerr anharmonicity λ, this term is opposite to what has been previously observed [8].

3.

Wigner function normalization

In the experiment, the initial state of the cavity is unknown and one wants to make its tomography. To measure the
photon parity, we chose a waiting time τ = 1/2χ = 108 ns such that the evolution operator is exp(iπa† a|eihe|). The
experimental Wigner function can therefore be defined as W (α) = S(α, (2χ)−1 ). Note that the thermal population of
the qubit and the uncalibrated cavity transmission simply induce a scaling and an offset in the Wigner distributions.
In practice, for each Wigner distribution, the zero was defined as the integral far outside the exclusion circle and a
scaling factor was applied to normalize the integral of the distribution.
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Figure S4: Qubit state revival using Ramsey interferometry a, Circuit diagram for Ramsey interferometry of a coherent
state under dispersive interaction. After a 240 ns displacement
pulse at the cavity frequency, an unconditional π/2 rotation is
√
applied to the qubit so that it gets in state (|gi + |ei)/ 2 whatever the cavity state is. Then, one lets the qubit evolve during a
time t and performs a second unconditional ±π/2 rotation. Finally, after a 2 µs waiting time to empty the cavity, one measures
the qubit state using the qubit-state dependent transmission of the cavity. b, Measured (dots) and predicted (lines) signal S as
a function of delay time t for various displacement amplitudes α. Qubit state revival occurs at a waiting time trevival = χ−1 .
c, Measured signal S as a function of both delay time t and displacement amplitude α. At larger amplitude, the revival time
shifts to smaller values. The dashed line corresponds to a theory including a higher order interaction term βa† a† aa|eihe| in the
Hamiltonian, with β = −23 kHz. d, Predicted signal S as a function of both delay time τ and displacement amplitude α. It is
obtained using a simple theory without higher order interaction term (Eq. S23). Lines show cuts from b.
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